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CHRIST’S LAW AND THE
TEN COMMANDMENTS
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INTRODUCTION1

In Luke 18:18-20, a certain ruler asked Jesus what he must do to
inherit eternal life. Jesus called the Ten Commandments to his
attention. Although there was more to that discussion, this is sufficient
to introduce the topic and direct our attention to the issue(s) under
consideration.

The Ten Commandments appear to be held in special reverence by
some within our society. They know of them even if they are unable to
recite them or know where they can be found in the Bible. The account
about how they came into existence is easy to understand, the com-
mands are brief, constitute a short list, and the basic concepts are easy
to grasp. A lot of research, Bible study, reasoning, and deep thought are
not required in order for them to be understood. This may be about all
that some know of the Old Testament, other than about a few people
and events. To the extent that this is true, it is only natural that the Ten
Commandments are considered relevant and applicable today.

The matter of whether the Ten Commandments have value is not
the issue. The basic issues are two-fold: 1. Are the Ten Command-
ments, as such, binding upon the world today? and 2. Are any of the
Ten Commandments binding today?

ARE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, AS SUCH,
BINDING UPON THE WORLD TODAY?

One possible approach is to consider the manner in which we apply
the laws of the land. Frequently, the approach generally taken in
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everyday life is also the correct approach in spiritual matters. The
problem is that man at times will apply one rationale to the physical
and another to the spiritual. We know that Congress and State Legisla-
tures often change laws. Some laws are stricken from the statutes and
may or may not be replaced with another statute. The old law(s) are still
available for research and may assist in studying how the law devel-
oped to its present stage, how terms/words have been understood, et
cetera. Although it still serves a purpose, at a certain date it was no
longer valid or enforced. In a similar manner, when a law is passed, it
will usually specify when it becomes effective. At least in this country
we would think it completely out of reason for a law that became
effective on a certain date to be binding on events that took place
before that date. It would be bad enough in civil matters but possibly
even worse in criminal cases. Suppose a person had a license to hunt
deer and during the specified season killed a deer. The next legislative
session changed the deer hunting season, made it a crime for anyone to
kill a deer out of that season, and made it applicable to all prior years.
No one would ever know their relationship with the law as a person
who was innocent under the law one day would suddenly find that they
had committed a criminal offence. There is also an issue if it is found
that two or more statutes are in conflict.

Another area for consideration is whether we are able to pick and
choose the laws that are applicable to us. It would be very beneficial to
each of us (forgetting other parties). You could stand up in court and
proclaim that you are well aware of what the law says, but you have
elected to make some of them inapplicable. It might be that some of the
laws are difficult for us to obey, so just ignore them. Claim ignorance
as a defense, that the law was hard to understand, or that you saw no
need to comply because the law was no longer according to your
customs. It is doubtful that many people would seek to escape obeying
earthly laws by such rationale, but they may when it comes to the laws
of God.

Those who believe that the Ten Commandments are still binding
may not be aware that God gave many other commands to Israel
through Moses. There were laws regarding priests, including who could
be priests, and their clothing. Other laws related to sacrifices and feast
days. There were laws relating to morals, crimes, diseases, civil and
criminal matters, etc. The laws reached into every aspect of their lives.
Some offenses called for the offender to be stoned to death or executed
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by burning. God also commanded that the Israelites not intermarry with
other nations and that the men come to Jerusalem three times a year. If
the Ten Commandments are still binding today, are all of the other laws
binding? If some of the laws, such as intermarriage with other nations,
can be determined to apply only to Jews, can that same distinction be
made with all of the laws except the Ten Commandments? Keeping the
Sabbath is part of the Ten Commandments. No labor was to be
performed on that day. When a man was caught picking up sticks on
the Sabbath Day, God said that he was to be stoned to death. Should
that be enforced today? If not, why not? Some may think such a
thought is not even reasonable and possibly a bit humorous. Did God
at any time say that His law on the observance of the Sabbath was set
aside or changed? If the Law of God on how to keep the Sabbath is
binding today, then there is no excuse in the world that can justify man
if he disobeys. Failure to keep the Sabbath would reach far beyond
issues such as picking up some sticks.

THERE WAS TO BE A NEW COVENANT
About 600 years before Christ, Jeremiah proclaimed:

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:
Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in
the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was an
husband unto them, saith the Lord: But this shall be the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, saith
the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people.
And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all
know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith
the Lord: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember
their sin no more (Jer. 31:31-34).

If there was to be a new covenant, it would seem to automatically
follow that the old covenant would be set aside. The very nature of the
new covenant would be different. The basic tenets of the old were
written on stone and, as Jews were physically born into the nation, it
was necessary that each individual be taught. Under the new covenant,
each person who enters the kingdom of Christ must already know Him,
and His law is therefore written on their heart. This should not have
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come as a complete surprise as the promise made by God to Abram
included the fact that through his seed all families of the earth would be
blessed (Gen. 12:3). God had forbidden the Jews to intermarry with
other nations (Deut. 7:1-4). Their failure to obey this command was the
source of God’s wrath as it led them away from Him and into a life of
sin. Under the circumstances they may not have grasped how the
Gentiles would be blessed or the nature of a new covenant. Today, we
should be able to fully understand that God was telling them that the
old law was to give way to a new and better law.

THERE WAS TO BE A NEW PRIESTHOOD
In Psalms 110:4 we are told: “The Lord hath sworn, and will not

repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.”
Although the Old Testament had very little to say about him, we know
from Genesis 14:18-19 that he was both a king and priest of God and
that he blessed Abram. The Jews would be familiar with this event (as
well as the passage from the Psalms) and that the event occurred many
years before Moses and the Law. Knowing that their priests came from
the family of Aaron and the tribe of Levi, the issue of a priest after the
order of Melchizedek would be a matter of concern. Nothing was
known of his lineage, and he could not be a Levite, so it would be
impossible for there to be a priesthood after his order without a change
in the law. Their concern over who might serve as a priest is reflected
in Ezra 2:61-63. On returning from captivity in Babylon there were
those whose genealogy could not be established, and, therefore, they
were put out of the priesthood. Therefore, as the Jews examined the
Scriptures they should have (and possibly did) pondered the potential
impact of a priesthood after the order of Melchisedec.

Hebrews 5:1-10 makes it clear that it is Christ who is called to be
our High Priest after the order of Melchisedec. Hebrews 7 continues
with the discussion and points out that Abraham paid tithes to
Melchisedec and that the less are blessed by the better. Since Abraham
was subordinate to Melchisedec, it would mean that those who were his
seed (including Levi) and the family of Aaron were subordinate (Heb.
7:5-10). Other truths would clearly follow. If there was a change in the
priesthood, there was of necessity a change in the law (Heb. 7:12).
Further, if Christ is a high priest after the order of Melchisedec, there
was an even further indication that the law was changed. The law made
provision for priests from only the tribe of Levi. Jesus was of the tribe
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of Judah and He made no pretense of being from any other tribe.
Therefore, for Him to be a priest (much less the high priest) the law had
to change (Heb. 7:13-28). Jacob gave some indication of what was to
occur when he called his sons together and told them what was to befall
them in the last days (Gen. 49:1). Of Judah, he said: “The sceptre shall
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be” (Gen.
49:10). A genealogy showing Jesus to be of the tribe of Judah and of
the lineage of David is found in Matthew 1.

When David sought to build a temple, God’s word came to him.
David was not to build the temple, but after his death, through his seed,
the kingdom would be established, and “He [Christ] shall build an
house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom for
ever” (2 Sam. 7:13). The language appears to be looking beyond the
physical building of a temple by Solomon and of his kingdom to the
time of Christ and the establishment of His spiritual kingdom.

God left no doubt that the Old Law given to Moses with the Ten
Commandments had served its intended purpose and was no longer in
force. This was presented in so many different ways that it would be
difficult to miss or fail to understand. Some additional ways in which
this is shown include:

1. The Law only served as a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ
(Gal. 3:23-25).

2. The Law was likened to a woman being bound to her husband
as long as he lives, but at his death she is free to marry another
(Rom. 7:1-4).

3. The Law was nailed to the cross (Col. 2:10-15).
4. Jesus came to fulfill the Law (Mt. 5:17-18).
5. The Law could not take away sins (Heb. 8:6-13, 10:4-10).
6. Jesus could not be a priest, much less the High Priest under the

Law (Heb. 7:11-18).
7. It was given only to the Jews (Ex. 29:45-46, Lev. 7, Rom. 3:1-

2, Eph. 2:11-12).
8. For a number of reasons it would be both impossible and/or

impracticable for the Law of Moses to be obeyed today,
including the Levitical priesthood and the offering of animal
sacrifices.
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There should not be a single doubt remaining that although the Law
of Moses fulfilled its intended purpose perfectly, it is no longer binding
or in existence (including the Ten Commandments).

THE KEEPING OF THE SABBATH WAS NOT
BROUGHT OVER INTO THE NEW LAW

Initially it may be noted that of the Ten Commandments the
keeping of the Sabbath stands separate from the other nine. The others
either relate to a proper relationship with God, the relationship with
other men, or personal attitudes. While it can easily be perceived that
the nine would be true under any law of God throughout the existence
of the universe, such would not necessarily be true with regard to
honoring the Sabbath. It should also be kept in mind that God also
established criteria for observing the Sabbath which included not
performing any work. A man was stoned to death for the violation of
this command (Num. 15:32-36). If the Sabbath were to be carried
forward into the Law of Christ, it would be expected that some
provision would be included which would provide guidance as to its
observance if changes were being made. This might also include
instructions regarding the priests, which of necessity were of the tribe
of Levi and the family of Aaron. These can no longer be ascertained;
therefore, some guidance would be desirable if not essential.

Although it might be ascertained that the Lord’s Supper, singing,
et cetera, were to be a part of our worship, we could rightly be
concerned about whether the requirements from the Old Law were also
binding. However, since we live under the Law of Christ, and the Old
Law was nailed to the cross, we must look solely to the New Law for
guidance.

As will be noted, we can find guidance pertaining to nine of the
Ten Commandments. With respect to the day of worship, it can easily
be seen that a different day is set forth. Of course, it can be found that
men such as Paul met with others on the Sabbath. It should be observed
that this was simply a convenient means of preaching the Gospel by
meeting with Jews who had assembled to observe the Sabbath.

As is readily seen, the day of Pentecost fell on the fiftieth day from
the Passover (Lev. 23:15ff), and that the Passover fell on the Sabbath.
By counting fifty days it can be determined that the day of Pentecost
fell on the first day of the week. This day marked the beginning of the
church or the Lord’s Kingdom. Peter later referred to this particular



98 Christ’s Law and the Ten Commandments

Pentecost as the beginning (Acts 11:15). Peter preached the first Gospel
sermon on that occasion and on that date a great number were added to
the church. That is the first instance of such an event. When an
indication is given thereafter of Christians meeting, it was on the first
day of the week. In Acts 20:7, the Christians met on the first day of the
week to break bread. In 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, Paul instructed them to
make their offering when they came together on the first day of the
week. John speaks of the Lord’s Day in Revelation 1:10. Although this
does not mention a day of the week, it does reflect that it is a day that
belongs to the Lord, which, from the general context would seem to
refer to Christ. As the King over His kingdom and head of His church,
it seems very fitting that there should be a day that honors Him, a day
on which a memorial is taken in His memory. The giving of a new day
for Christians to observe is even more appropriate in view of the fact
that, in general, the Jews have rejected Jesus as the Messiah. The
establishment of a new day of worship further establishes that the Old
has been replaced by the New.

NINE OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
ARE CONTAINED IN THE LAW OF CHRIST

To make such a statement should not come as a surprise. Basic
concepts of what is true and righteous are a part of the unchanging
nature of God. That one should not kill, steal or worship idols predated
the giving of the law to Moses. Such concepts did not suddenly come
to the mind of God to be applied to Israel and then made inapplicable
under the Law of Christ. The fact that some, or even all, of the Ten
Commandments might be found in the Law of Christ does not suggest
that the Law of Moses continues to exist or that it was in some way
embodied in the Law of Christ. Consider how we would look upon
such a situation if it involved the laws of the land instead of laws from
God.

Laws of men come and go as times, perceptions and those in power
change. However, as the histories of certain laws are traced, it might be
found that some aspects continue to be found in succeeding laws. As
one law is annulled and another passed, it may readily be found that
certain provisions, even the same wording, are found in the new law.
It is doubtful if anyone would seriously argue that the prior law still
existed in some form. It would be recognized that the old law was no
longer valid and had been replaced. The history and prior interpreta-
tions would be beneficial in understanding the new law, but the
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situation might be such that the context and legislative history would
indicate that a different meaning should apply.

Therefore, it may not even be important whether any of the Ten
Commandments are contained in the Law of Christ. We are bound by
the Law of Christ and not the Law of Moses. The Law of Christ stands
alone. That is not to suggest that there is no value in studying the Old
Law. It helps to provide a firm basis and better understanding of how
God has dealt with man and what is expected of us. Without knowledge
of the Old Testament we cannot fully appreciate or understand the
New. As Paul wrote: “For whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through patience and comfort of
the scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 15:4).

The most likely issue to arise is regarding the commandment to
“Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy” and the additional
instructions (Ex. 20:8-11). As the passage clearly indicates, the Sabbath
was the seventh day of the week. God created in six days, rested on the
seventh, and hallowed that day. It cannot be found that the early
Christians were instructed to observe the Sabbath or that they left us
such an observance as an example. Indeed, if the observance of the
Sabbath day is still binding, it might seriously be raised whether the
strict requirements for that day are still binding. If those command-
ments relating to the Sabbath are no longer binding, what took them
away? How would you separate the manner of observing the Sabbath
day from the day itself unless you can find that God has so provided?
If He made such a separation, where is it to be found?

What we have observed is that the Christians of the first century
observed the first day of the week and not the seventh. It is misleading
to even speak of the first day of the week as being the “Christian
Sabbath.” It is never addressed in this manner in the Bible. If the
seventh day of the week was to remain a special day for Christians, it
would seem that it would be the day on which Christ arose. However,
passages such as Matthew 28:1, Mark 16:1-2, Luke 24:1, and John 20:1
speak of the Sabbath being past and it being very early in the morning
on the first day of the week when it was found that Jesus had risen.
With the day of Pentecost (first day of the week) marking the beginning
of the Lord’s kingdom/church and the other factors/Scriptures
mentioned, the Sabbath simply does not exist as a special day for
Christians to observe as a part of God’s commands.
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What of the remaining nine commandments and how are they
embodied in the Law of Christ? They are not listed in the same order,
list, or language as found in the Old Testament. Nevertheless, the
commands are still there for Christians. For example, the same
language will not be found prohibiting being a false witness, but it is
very clear that the devil is the father of all lies and that liars will spend
eternity in Hell. Consider the following:

1. God condemns having any other gods (1 Cor. 8:6).
2. It is sinful to make any graven image, bow down or serve them

(Acts 17:22-31, 1 Cor. 8, 10:20-22).
3. The Lord’s name may not be taken in vain (Mt. 12:31-37, Jas.

3:8-10, 5:12).
4. Children are to honor their father and mother (Eph. 6:1-3).
5. Killing is a sin of the flesh (Gal. 5:21).
6. Adultery is a sin of the flesh (Gal. 5:19).
7. Stealing is forbidden (Eph. 4:28).
8. Being a false witness is the same as lying (Jn. 8:44, Rev. 21:8).
9. To covet will keep one out of the kingdom of God (1 Cor.

6:10).
By merely glancing at those nine commandments, would one have

any serious doubt that these would continue to be valid throughout the
ages? The Sabbath was a day which God had set aside to be observed
in a certain manner. It could be changed without affecting the conduct
of man. The other commands related to the relationship between man
and God and between man and man. The very nature of those com-
mandments reflects a standard of truth and righteousness with proper
respect and honor given to God and others.

WHAT SHOULD A CHRISTIAN THINK REGARDING
POSTING THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN GOVERNMENT

BUILDINGS (COURTHOUSES, SCHOOLS, ETC.)?
Surely, there is room for some serious thought on this topic and

reasonable minds may differ. On the one hand, there is the understand-
ing that the Ten Commandments are no longer binding. On the other
hand, there is the awareness that there is an element of our society that
is seriously undertaking the removal of every vestige of the Scriptures.
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This in turn removes its influence. The vehicle often being used is
separation of church and state. Several factors might be considered
which could have some bearing.

Very likely there are not many people who desire a state religion.
Although Christians oppose false doctrines and denominations, they
would not want the state to control religion and mandate a doctrine.
This would be true even if that religion were the Lord’s church. The
force that would be necessary to enforce a state religion is not found,
taught or sanctioned within the New Testament. People are to be
taught, and their obedience is voluntary. Even if initially the State
religion were in accordance with God’s Word, it would not be long
before it would depart and each error along the way would be forced on
everyone. God’s wisdom is clearly demonstrated in making each
congregation autonomous with no earthly centered organization or
head.

The founding fathers of this nation would have opposed a state
religion. Particularly in its early days of the first settlers, many who
came to our shores were fleeing from state religions. However, our
founding fathers had a belief in God, which was frequently and openly
expressed and preserved for posterity. Although they would not have
approved of a state religion, there is nothing to suggest that they
intended that the nation be separated from religion. Indeed, many
seemed to have believed that it was through the providence of God that
this nation came to exist. An additional factor to consider is that various
religious bodies established many of the early educational institutions.
A public educational system such as we have today simply did not
exist.

In conjunction with the issue over the posting of the Ten Com-
mandments in public buildings is the issue of public prayers. Many
seem to have gone beyond what might be required and have either
completely eliminated public prayers or relegated them to meaningless
statements or moments of silence. The opposition against public
prayers is likely to be two-fold. Once again the issue of separation of
church and state is raised. Then, there is the concern that someone will
be taught something considered unacceptable or that promotes a
particular religion.

Basically, Christians can take one of three positions. They can keep
silent and take no position whatsoever. They can oppose posting of the
Ten Commandments or other passages at public facilities and public
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prayers. Or, they can voice a general approval of the posting of
Scriptures at public buildings and public prayers.

Why should Christians maintain silence on matters of religion? Is
it that at least some do not care? Is it that we do not have an opinion (or
belief) or that we are afraid to speak out? Does silence suggest that we
are willing for events to go in any direction? Somehow, having no
position, or not wanting to state our position, does not appear to be
right when it comes to matters relating to God’s Word. Although it may
be coming in through the back door, we might keep in mind that the
more the State gets involved, the more likely the State will, little by
little, exercise more control over religion. The nose of the camel is
under the tent.

To oppose the posting of the Ten Commandments on public
facilities and public prayers might sound like a good position. We do
not want people to believe that we are under the Ten Commandments,
and we do not want to be influenced by prayers that are not Scriptural.
In particular, there may be concern over prayers that are prayed in the
schools. Our concerns may have some validity, but we will have placed
ourselves in the camp of those who wish to remove matters of religion
from our public lives. Our reasoning is not likely to be heard or
necessarily understood. What will be obvious will be our action of
opposition. We will have played a part in removing from the public’s
eyes and ears as many references to God as possible out of the fear that
something erroneous will be promoted.

Is it not possible that the best position for Christians to take is to
champion the placing of Scriptures at public facilities and public
prayers? Should we do all that we can to promote the Scriptures and
prayer? As opportunities are presented, we can influence the Scriptures
that are used or the nature of the prayers. We can volunteer to lead
public prayers and to be a member of groups that are seeking to post
the Scriptures. Christians can teach their youth regarding prayer so that
they know how to pray and recognize when prayers are inappropriate.
Instead of taking a neutral position or one of opposition, why not
promote the use of God’s Word publicly and do our best to educate
others? The separation of church and state should not be a separation
of the state from religion and the church. The nation needs to be turned
to God. The Word of God should rule in the hearts of men and
influence the affairs of the nation and not the nation rule over the
affairs of God.
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THE MORAL DECLINE IN THIS NATION MAY BE THE
RESULT OF PEOPLE NOT KEEPING

THE COMMANDMENTS
An important factor for consideration is the matter of having a

standard. In a great many areas of life there are standards. Measure-
ments would not be possible without a standard. The posting of speed
limits would be meaningless without a standard. The making of almost
any item would at best be hampered if there were no standards. Man
can change these standards as they suit his needs. In the normal affairs
of life there is no indication that God has set a standard. He did not tell
man how to determine distances, or the weights and quantity of liquids
and solids. God did not tell man the rates or value of money. However,
that is not true with morals, which are basically a matter of what is right
and what is wrong. God has set standards for man down through the
ages. In the Christian Age, God has provided a standard for the lives of
all men to prepare them for eternity and for their well-being while on
earth.

If a person does not believe in God, then what is claimed to come
from God will not be a controlling factor in his mind. For the individual
who claims to believe in God, His proclamations should be of vital
concern. God has set the standard for morals for what is good and what
is bad, what is righteous and what is sinful. He has established a
standard of perfection and proclaims that we are to be holy as He is
holy (1 Pet. 1:16, Lev. 11:44). In some respects, it might be said that it
does not matter what we think of God’s standards. It is only for man to
do as his Creator has commanded. However, it reasonably appears that
the God-given standards are not only to prepare man for eternity but
also for his well being while on earth. Further, it is believed that it is
not possible for any man to devise superior standards than those given
by God. Therefore, any change can only be to lessen His standards to
the detriment of man. The Ten Commandments provided a basis of
moral standards. It should be recognized that the law God gave to
Moses did not end with what was written on stone. For example,
nothing was said about homosexual conduct, but later the Jews were
told that those engaged in such practice were to be put to death (Lev.
20:13). The New Testament, likewise, includes such conduct among
those that will keep men out of the kingdom of heaven (Rom. 1:27-32,
1 Cor. 6:9-10). If God’s standard is cast aside or ignored, then morals
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are whatever society may determine. They can change with each new
generation, and who can say that one is more right than another? If the
Word of God is used as our standard then it is more readily determined
whether society is adhering to that standard.

Under such circumstances the moral decline of this nation (or any
nation) is the direct result of that society not keeping the commands of
God. This is being addressed in a broader sense than the Ten Com-
mandments. However, for a society to hold fast to the Ten Command-
ments (other than keeping the Sabbath), it would mean a better and
stronger nation than now exists. One might easily be reminded of the
need for constant measuring in constructing a building. As has been
said, “You measure twice and cut once,” and the standard used for the
measure is the same in every instance. If the worker desires a number
of pieces, all of the same length, he does not measure and cut one piece
and then use each succeeding piece to measure the next one. If he did,
he would find that the last piece cut was far different in length than the
first piece that was cut. The same standard must be used for each cut,
and so it is with the morals of society. They must be constantly
measured against God’s Word as the perfect measure—not with one
generation with another or the whims of each generation. The only
direction is down when we depart from God.

THE MORAL DECLINE OF
A NATION MAY LEAD TO ITS FALL

What happens to a nation must surely begin with the individuals
who make up that nation. An ungodly nation may become great,
powerful and prosperous, but, ultimately, its ungodly character will be
its downfall. We can look to the Bible for examples. God destroyed the
world and the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah because they were evil.
Israel replaced other nations because they were wicked. That was the
reason for the captivity of the Jews and for the downfall of the great
nation of Babylon. God can indeed raise up or cast down nations at His
pleasure. However, outside of what the Scriptures tell us, we are unable
to determine what part God has played in the affairs of the world.

Therefore, consider some factors independent of the Scriptures.
What are some basic concepts or characteristics that reasonably can be
important in the strength or weakness of a family, community, or
nation? Consider the impact of a few basic factors without including
God:
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1. Importance of human life: Consider a society where life has no
importance. To take the life of another has no consequence
other than what another person may think. Children, invalids,
elderly, those considered a detriment to society, et cetera, may
easily be eliminated. What others do is of no consequence as
long as I do not see that it affects me adversely.

2. Importance of ownership: Suppose being able to consider
property of any type as your own had no meaning. If you are
strong enough to take something from another, then you are
free to do so and consider it as yours until another person takes
it from you.

3. Importance of trust in others: What if there was no basis for
trust in others? Lying was as natural as breathing. Agreements
were made only to be broken. If courts existed, the individual
with the most money, power, and influence would always
prevail. Employees and employers could not be relied on, and
the idea of couples being bound together in marriage would
become a joke.

4. Importance of personal relationships: Personal relationships
would exist only to the benefit of each individual. They might
band together to take from another, but they would also cheat
and steal from each other. Morals would not bind a man and
woman together as husband and wife and would readily permit
sexual relationships between those of the same sex. If children
were permitted to live, they would receive little love or
compassion from parents or others, and friendships would have
no meaning.

How would anyone like to live in a society as described above?
Yet, that may at least in part, describe society during the period of the
Judges when we are told that each man did that which was right in his
own eyes.

We do not need statistics to grasp some concept of our society and
the direction in which it is moving. The younger generation can
perceive what is either acceptable or at least no longer shocking to the
society of today. Those who are older can readily see the difference in
the society of their youth and that which exists today. In the past
divorces could be obtained, but with more difficulty, and they carried
a stigma. Today, they are more easily obtained and are so common that,
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absent something really unusual, they will hardly cause a raise of the
eyebrow. Both husbands and wives go off to work and leave the rearing
of their children to others. The spanking of children is likely to be taken
as being an abuse subjecting the parents to the loss of their child/chil-
dren and possible punitive action. At the same time, we hear more of
actual mistreatment of children, including killing them by various
means.

It is not as though the relationship of marriages and families stands
alone. It is but a part of the total picture. Life in general has lost some
of its value. Abortions are nothing more than taking a life as though it
either does not exist or has no value. True, there were abortions when
it was illegal and those who sought them might suffer injury or death
due to improper medical care. That was no doubt part of the justifica-
tion for making them legal. It is not difficult to see the progression that
can easily follow and some of it is already being seen. Why not put to
death infants who are born with a serious defect? Why not assist those
who wish to commit suicide? Why not put the elderly to death who are
in need of care and can no longer contribute to their family or society?

Assisting in the downward progression are the changes that have
otherwise occurred in our society. Not too many years ago, particularly
before World War II, many people grew up, lived, and died in the same
community. They had relatives and friends that they grew up with who
helped to stabilize their lives. They assisted each other, and the elderly
were generally cared for within the homes of their children. Most
women did not work out of the home and many families lived on farms,
which meant that the entire family was nearby. Births and deaths were
likely to occur at home, and it was not uncommon for burials to be in
a family cemetery or in a nearby church cemetery. Any misdeeds were
likely to be quickly known throughout the community, and there was
a greater inclination to watch out for others. The closer the ties, the
more important and dear were their lives. The greater the separation
and less responsibility that one has for another, the less their lives are
likely to mean.

What does that have to do with the Ten Commandments? Much in
every way as to nine out of the ten that still exist as a part of the Law
of Christ. Those basic principles lay a number of foundations upon
which to build. A relationship is established between man and God. A
relationship is then established between individuals with a basic code
of morality. Life itself is given a high priority as killing is prohibited.
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Additional guidance from God made clear the nature of killings that
were prohibited as well as provided additional explanations in other
areas. The Ten Commandments protected the sanctity of marriage and
the relationship between parents and children. Private property was
protected as not only was stealing prohibited but also covetousness.
Man was called to a higher standard than himself. Although the Law
that came through Moses did not rise to the standard found in the Law
of Christ, it does not take a stretch of the imagination to envision the
quality of life under such principles. This is particularly true when we
take notice of how God dealt with those who disobeyed His laws. It
was also very clear that nothing was to be added to or taken away from
the Law.

If everyone had lived according to the Law of Moses, it would have
been a fine society. Only God would be worshipped and strictly
according to His dictates. One could travel anywhere safely without
fear of death or injury and there would be no fear of property being
stolen. Even that which was lost, when found, was to be safely kept
until it could be returned to its owner. There would have been no
unfaithfulness in marriages, and children would respect their parents.
There would not be any issues over abortion or homosexuality. Should
they arise, they would be swiftly dealt with as determined by God.

As long as man looked to God for guidance and followed His will,
there would be an excellent environment in which to live. The history
of Israel provides an ample illustration of what happens when man
departs from God and sets his own pathway. Jeremiah made it very
plain that it is not in man to direct his own steps (Jer. 10:23). In a
similar manner, Hosea pointed out that God’s people were destroyed
for lack of knowledge (Hos. 4:6). In Romans 1:18-32, Paul very vividly
describes the downward progression of man when he departs from God.
It is not a pretty picture and the changes are probably so gradual that
many fail to notice what is happening.

The breakdown of basic principles from God is more than a failure
to obey God. It has a great adverse impact on individuals and nations.
The stability and foundation of families are destroyed. The relationship
of husbands and wives and parents and children are undermined and
destroyed. Concern for the lives and property of others loses its
importance. Interest is centered more on self and what will please the
individual. Family, friends, trust and reliability are easily thrown
overboard. To the extent that these qualities are lost, the ties that bind
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individuals to families, communities and nations are weakened or
destroyed. There is no firm foundation and a greater likelihood that
each individual will do that which is right in his own eyes.

Within this nation (and elsewhere) we need not expect things to get
better if the present trend away from God continues. Any deviation
from God, no matter how small, leaves man to act at his own discretion.
Once turned away from God, there are only two possibilities. One is to
return to God, and the other is to move further away from Him. The
one is toward perfection and the other is downward to destruction.
When left on their own, things move down following the path of least
resistance. If you want something to be better, you have to work at it.

The youth of today see things as they are and may accept what is
as being natural and the way that it has always been. In the days of
Josiah many may have thought that way. However, when a copy of the
law was found and read, he could readily see how far they had strayed
from the Law of God. An honest reading of the Word of God should do
the same today. Those who are older, even without any knowledge of
the Bible or any reaction to the changes, can readily notice the changes
that have occurred during their lives. Isaiah 5:20 proclaimed: “Woe
unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light,
and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
If our society has not already arrived at this position (at least in some
areas), it is definitely moving in that direction. Conduct that is
condemned in the Scriptures, and was once condemned by the majority
of society is now openly promoted and approved. As each barrier falls,
the way is paved for another downward step. Even great inroads have
been made among those who proclaim to be Christians. Individuals are
accepted to be preachers and church leaders who in time past would
have been shunned by general society for their immoral conduct.

Even before this world was created, God knew what was best for
man. This was far more than providing for a way for the forgiveness of
sins and salvation. It was more than how to live in order to find heaven
as a home. It was also how to live the best life on earth. The two go
hand in hand. We cannot live the spiritual and please God without
living the earthly. Also, we cannot live the earthly and please God
without living the spiritual. What makes the best child, spouse, parent,
worker, employer, et cetera, and provides for the most satisfaction and
achievement in life are the laws of God that guide us to eternal life.
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Man is moving further and further away from God, and to the extent
that occurs, it will also undermine nations.

CONCLUSION
In seeking to show that the Law of Moses with the Ten Command-

ments are no longer binding, there is the potential that we will fail to
give it the proper attention that is so rightly due. There are Christians
who seldom read from the Old Testament. Some who have been
Christians for a number of years are still unfamiliar with events that are
recorded for our learning. To the extent this is true it reflects on the
depth of their knowledge, understanding, and appreciation for that
which is written in the New Testament. To some degree it might be
likened to those who grow up without a good foundation of the
founding and history of this nation. It will be almost impossible for
them to fully grasp and appreciate the freedoms that we enjoy, how the
nation has developed, the issues faced in the past, where we are at this
time, and the direction in which we are moving.

Are the Ten Commandments important? Yes, they are! However,
it is not because they are binding upon men today. It is because they set
in stone some basic truths establishing the relationship between men
and God and between men with men (including children with parents).
Except for remembering the Sabbath, the principles set forth were
clearly true before being written in stone and remain true as long as this
world stands. No doubt, there are many that know of the Ten Com-
mandments but will never learn that, as a part of the Law of Moses,
they are no longer in force. In teaching the Gospel we must be careful
to make it clear that those basic precepts (except for the Sabbath) are
still in force in the Law of Christ. We live in a dangerous time
spiritually, in which forces are at work to eliminate and degrade all
serious references to God in the public arena. If carried to its possible
conclusion, it can result in serious restrictions being placed on religious
bodies, including a prohibition on preaching/teaching on certain
subjects and establishing policies for the hiring personnel. It is not just
a matter of salvation. To the extent that God’s Word is prohibited, not
forcefully proclaimed, or watered down, the nation will move further
and further away from a moral society. The very foundation of peace,
harmony, and prosperity will be undermined.
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The Word of God must never be compromised, but we should
never lose sight of the importance that the Ten Commandments
continue to play in this world.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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